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Introduction to Organ Playing
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What we will learn today

* Introduction to the church organ
* Ortentation to the console
* Dittferent stop tamilies
* Manual technique

* Pedal technique
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five-manual organ

three-manual organ
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six-manual pipe organ console
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These are not regarded as pipe or digital organs




Orientation to the Console

Manuals
Pedals
Expression shoes
Stops
Couplers

Pistons
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https://youtu.be/vh6QVYacybQ
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https://youtu.be/vh6QVYacybQ
https://youtu.be/vh6QVYacybQ
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On/Off switch @ o °,
e | ©
Swell ’ S z 2 o Couplers
i
e | ® _
Great oo
i Stops
Choir / Positive —
Pistons

Cancel button
Expression pedals

Toe studs
Crescendo pedal

Ty p—" a— o—___ po——

Pedal board



Position at the Organ MS M

https://youtu.be/9CMrX2tkNcO

Posture at the organ is important.
Align your belly button with the middle D or E.
Feet should hang naturally and toes should cover part of the black keys



https://youtu.be/9CMrX2tkNc0
https://youtu.be/9CMrX2tkNc0
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Position of feet on pedal board
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Tuning stopper

¥

Tuning slide 1 I

Four Families of Stops o

Resonator
Resonator
Resonator

Principals
Flutes
Strings A Lo

Reeds D\ESp b [a

Toe
Flue Flue Reed
(open metal) (stopped wood)

rd

Tuning wire

Reed
Shallot




https://youtu.be/mHLckQnleUA



https://youtu.be/mHLckQnIeUA
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https://youtu.be/jJCeL0zPC6E



https://youtu.be/jJCeL0zPC6E

Flutes

Gedeckt

Bourdon

Rohrflo

Ote

Holztlc

ote

Stopped Diapason
Lieblich Gedeckt

Harmonic Flute
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Strings MM

https://youtu.be/oer Kx yrTY



https://youtu.be/oer_Kx_yrTY
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Strings
Viola da Gamba
Salicional

Viola |
Violin ' Q |
Gamba =
Cello
Dulciana \\\\ |

Voix Céleste fll
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Chorus Reeds are often loud, and can add fire and brilliance to a full Principal chorus.
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https://youtu.be/h9havi2YydA



https://youtu.be/h9havi2YydA

Reeds

Cornopean
Trompette / Trumpet / Tromba
Dulzian
Hautbois
Tuba
Bassoon
Contrabombarde / Bombarde
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Mixtures and Mutations



Mixtures

Mixtur 111
Z1imbel 111
Mixture II1
Ripieno VI
Plein Jeu VII
Fourniture 1V

Cimbalo VI

msmii
Mutations

Septieme 1 1/7’
Nazard 2 2/3’
Twelfth 22/3'
:Jaﬂgot 1 1/3v
Tierce 1 3/5'
Quint 2 2/3'
Sesquialtera I1
Cornet V
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Manual Technique
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Finger Legato

o

https://youtu.be/dmd6bDBc-V0O
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https://youtu.be/dmd6bDBc-V0

Finger Legato MS My
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https://youtu.be/op0TfvzTWxg



https://youtu.be/op0TfvzTWxg

Finger

Legato

s https://youtu.be/OHPNIJ30Ij4
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https://youtu.be/0HPNlJ3Olj4
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https://youtu.be/VzQq_Jx5Lcs

m S m METHODIST
SCHOOL OF
MUSIC

Finger Substitution
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Finger and Thumb Glissando
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Pedal Technique

With knees and heels togethert, place your feet on the notes, so that the area at the
bottom of your big toes/ball of the feet are touching the notes.

Depress the note with one foot, releasing only when the next note is to be
depressed.

A orV = toes O orU = heels



Pedal Technique

https://youtu.be/3hOjQ2eBF;\8U
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https://youtu.be/3h0jQ2eB58U
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https://youtu.be/DGaIa3wboyE
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https://youtu.be/DUaIa3wboyE

Pedal Technique

https://youtu.be/e-luSKke2 OE
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https://youtu.be/e-IuSKke2OE

Pedal Technique

https://youtu.be/akaXR 7ejGM
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https://youtu.be/akaXR_7ejGM

Pedal Technique MS M
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Use of toes and heels

A orV = toes O orU = heels

https://youtu.be/esFNJp5z3Xw



https://youtu.be/esFNJp5z3Xw
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For a First Encounter with the Organ!

,; | | ORGAN PLAYING
it A COMPLETE METHOD "i

g for ‘ .

! THE MODERN ORGAN I "

| i e g i EUGENE THAYER

1 series of specialized s«udl:&pn:dl;'mmpaaed { |

{ Mmbeﬁﬁﬁr:m::mnﬁm‘m | i

(

BY I PART | MANUAL STUDIES

; H.E.PARKHURST il PART Il PEDAL STUDIES

| | PART (Il THE ART OF REGISTRATION

? Price$250net. ! PART IV CHURCH OR SERVICE PLAYING
: CARL FISCHER 1 PART V SOLO OR CONCERT PLAYING
b o R wmme { ...

BOSTON

https:/ /www.agohq.org/lessons-for-the-new-organist/ OLIYER AT Corganly
CHAS. M. DITSON & CO. LYON & HEALY

Copyright, MCMXI, by Ellmbe D. Thayer,
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Hymns and Pieces:

Anonymous - Hymn Tune Lobe Den Herren

C. Hubert H. Parry — Hymn Tune Repton

Léon Boéllmann - Suite gothique, Op. 25, Priere a Notre-Dame
Henry Purcell — Trumpet Tune

Eugene Gigout — Grand cheeur dialogue

Organ pipe diagrams:

“The Art of Organ Building: A Comprebensive Historical, 'T'heoretical, and
Practical Treatise on the Tonal Appointment and Mechanical Construction of
Concert-Room, Church, and Chamber Organs”

by George Ashdown Audsley

Scores (Hymns and Pieces):
Hymnary.org — A comprehensive index of Hymns and Hymnals

IMSILP - Public Domain Music Scores

Pictures by:
Allen Organ Company

Yamaha Corporation

Alphonsus Chern

Produced by:
Alphonsus Chern

These recordings were made using the
Allen Renaissance Quantum Q300

and the Allen GeniSys G330 organs


https://hymnary.org/
https://imslp.org/wiki/Main_Page
https://www.allenorgan.com/

RESOURCES FOR ORGANISTS

INTRODUCTION TO THE KING OF INSTRUMENTS
https://tinyurl.com/The-King-of-Instruments

INTRODUCTION TO THE LITURGICAL YEAR
https://tinyurl.com/The-Liturgical-Year

EASY ORGAN MUSIC FOR THE SUNDAY ACCOMPANIST (ADVENT TO EPIPHANY)
https://tinyurl.com/Easy-Organ-Music-Part-I-S
https://tinyurl.com/Easy-Organ-Music-Part-I-R

EASY ORGAN MUSIC FOR THE SUNDAY ACCOMPANIST(LENT TO PENTECOST)
https://tinyurl.com/Easy-Organ-Music-Part-II-S
https://tinyurl.com/Easy-Organ-Music-Part-1I-R

HOW TO DO IMPROVISATION
https://www.facebook.com/MethodistSchoolOfMusicMSM/videos/244921293545241/
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Introduction to Organ Playing

Part IIa: Hymn Playing Basics
ap e

By Evelyn Lim

= Technical and musical
aspects of common hymns

= Registration guidelines

= Tips for the pianist-organist
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www.msmusic.edu. Sg



We are gratetful for the generous donors who make the work of MSM possible.

If you would like to contribute, please use your PayNow or PayLah app to scan this QR code,
or address it to our UEN: S88CC0564JMSM.

Please make the payee name:

-METHODIST CHURCH IN SINGAPORE - GENERAL CONFERENCE

Under Ref. No. please type “Introduction to Organ Playing - Part 17

METHODIST
SCHOOL OF General music and church music classes

MUSIC Methodist School of Music: www.msmusic.edu.sg

Organists’ Community and Resources

Singapore Chapter of the American Guild of Organists
WWW.SIN1Zaporeago.org
www.facebook.com/AGOSingapore



http://www.msmusic.edu.sg/
http://www.singaporeago.org/
http://www.facebook.com/AGOSingapore

